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How They Work TheState Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) provides

grantsto municipalitiesor countiesfor the purchase of devel opment
easementsto permanently protect large blocks of reasonably
contiguousfarmlandin project areasthey haveidentified.

Municipdities seeking county funding must forward gpplicationsto
their county agriculture development board for approva prior to
submitting applicationsto the SADC. Municipalitiesnot seeking
county funding and county agriculture devel opment boards should
apply directly tothe SADC.

Municipditiesmust havean agricultural advisory committee; for
counties, county agriculture development boards servethis
function. Municipal applicationsmust containafarmland
preservation plan element of the master plan, while county
applicationsshould correl ate with adopted county comprehensive
farmland preservation plans. Municipditiesor countiesmust
establish and maintain adedicated source of funding or dternative
meansof funding farmland preservation.

The SADC will evaluate and rank applications based onthelocal
commitment to agriculture; soil productivity; Szeof thefarms;
agricultural dengity of the project area; proportion of tillable acres,
and threat of development. Priority will begiven to applicationsthat
leverage statefunding through installment purchases, option
agreementsand donations.

The SADC certifiesdevelopment va uesfor each farm based on
independent appraisals conducted by two licensed appraisersand a
review by an SADC staff apprai ser.

The SADC establishes preliminary funding allocationsfor al
gpplicationsrecaving preiminary gpprovad. Themaximuminitia
alocationis$1.5 million per municipal/county applicant per year.
The SADC may increase or decrease preliminary alocationsin
subsequent years based on the applicants’ progress.

Contact the State Agriculture Devel opment Committee at
(609) 984-2504.



